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News and Events from the National Shrine of Our Lady of Champion
The Good News

championshrine.org 



Dear Friends in Christ,

Praised be Jesus Christ!

As we transition into the season of Spring 
(and eventually summertime), there are 
many noteworthy events happening 
here at the National Shrine of Our Lady of 
Champion. I would like to invite all of you 
personally, and we hope you can join us 
for any (or all) the events:

The annual “Walk to Mary,” which always 
falls on the First Saturday of May, will 
bring thousands of pilgrims making an 
act of sacrifice (walking many miles) as 
they honor the Blessed Mother.

Our Marian Conference will also be in 
May (17-18), and we are happy to have Fr. 
Donald Calloway-MIC and my confrere, 
Fr. William Casey-CPM, join us as we 
celebrate Our Lady under her title, “Virgin, 
Most Powerful.”

EWTN will be here at Champion Shrine 
from June 4-5 to film a five-talk series 
of my Mission entitled “To Serve is to 
Reign.” The specific talk titles that will 
be filmed can be found to the lef t.* We 
are looking for pilgrims who would be 
interested in being audience members 
during these filming sessions, and I 
ask that you consider joining for this 
unique opportunity. You can learn 
more and reserve your spot by visiting 
championshrine.org/ewtn.

* EWTN Series Talk Titles
Talk 1: �The Holy Eucharist:  

Source and Summit

Talk 2: �An Immeasurable Gif t:  
God’s Mercy

Talk 3: �The Church: Our Mother  
and Teacher

Talk 4: To Serve is to Reign

Talk 5: Mary, Cause of Our Joy

*Please note: you may be recorded  
as part of the broadcast on EWTN.

Rector’s Window
Fr. Joseph Aytona, C.P.M

Alleluia, He is Risen!

Lastly, the National Eucharistic  
Pilgrimage will make a special stop 
at Champion Shrine on Sunday, June 
16, as part of the Marian Route of the 
pilgrimage. The Blessed Sacrament will 
eventually be brought to Indianapolis 
for the National Eucharistic Congress 
in July. Bishop David Ricken of Green 
Bay will celebrate Mass at the Shrine at 2 
pm, and we will have a large Eucharistic 
Procession following Mass. As always, 
please visit our website and check our 
social media pages for more information.

We will continue to have daily Mass, 
Rosary, Confessions, and Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament. I pray more faithful 
will sign up for an hour a week!

Please be assured of our prayers as we 
continue this Eucharistic Revival; we 
hope to see you soon!

Sincerely in the Immaculate Heart  
of Mary, 

 

Fr. Joseph Aytona, CPM 
Rector of the National Shrine  
of Our Lady of Champion
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Participate in an 
EWTN Filming 

with  
Fr. Joseph Aytona  

at Champion Shrine

We are seeking audience members 
who would like to join one or more 

of these filming sessions!

June 4, 2024 
10 am - The Holy Eucharist:  

Source and Summit 

12 pm - An Immeasurable Gif t:  
God’s Mercy

June 5, 2024 
10 am - The Church: Our Mother & 

Teacher 

12 pm - To Serve is to Reign

1:30 pm- Mary, Cause of Our Joy

Sign Up Today!
ChampionShrine.org/EWTN

Seat reservations are limited to the first 
200 sign-ups per filming session.

Alleluia, He is Risen!

2

4. �Incorporate the Five First Saturday 
Devotion in your interior life 
(Communion, Confession, Rosary, 
and keeping Mary company while 
meditating on the mysteries of the 
Rosary for 15 minutes)

5. �Join one or both of her very popular 
Confraternities: The Confraternity 
of the Most Holy Rosary and the 
Confraternity of the Scapular of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary of Mt. Carmel.

Finally, I recommend reading Fr. James 
Socias’ book, “Handbook of Prayers.” 
There is a section of his book that has a 
recommended daily of fering to Mary 
during the month of May. Some of my 
favorite recommendations in his book 
include a visit or a conversation with a 
loved one whom we want to encourage 
to go to Confession, completing five 
small hidden sacrifices in honor of the 
five wounds of our Lord, and the ef fort 
of doing our ordinary work well, on time, 
with competence and finesse.

The Month of May, a Month dedicated to Mary
By Fr. Joseph Aytona, C.P.M

Spiritual Reflection

We are blessed as Catholics to dedicate 
a whole month to the Mother of God. 
Besides celebrating her Visitation 
during the last day of the Month, it is 
fitting that we do something extra to 
honor our Blessed Mother. Certainly, 
making a pilgrimage to the National 
Shrine of Our Lady of Champion is highly 
recommended, but besides that, in our 
homes and at work or school, we can 
incorporate devotion to Mary. 

Here are my top five recommendations 
to honor Jesus through Mary during this 
month of May:

1. �Pray the Rosary  
(daily recommendation)

2. �Pray the Angelus or Regina Caeli 
(during the Easter Season)  three 
times a day

3. �Consecrate yourself to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary (especially as a perfect 
renewal of your Baptismal promises)
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“Is the Cause for Canonization 
open yet for Adele Brise?”  
This is a question that we hear quite of ten 
at the Shrine from visiting pilgrims. The 
answer to the question is “No, not yet.” 
However, this process is being discerned, 
and there are several things that need to 
be done before a Cause can be opened. 
One of those things is the draf ting of the 
Libellus, which means “little book.” It is 
the document that is presented to the 
Bishop as a petition to open the Cause.  
This Libellus includes a short biography, 
writings or dictations, and a witness or 
testimonies to the life of the person of 
interest.  If opened, this Cause for Adele 
would be considered an Ancient Cause 
because of the amount of time that has 
elapsed since her death. This makes the 
collection of witnesses and testimonies 
a bit more challenging, as there is no one 
alive who had direct contact with Adele.

In this situation, witnesses for the Cause 
would likely fall into one or more of the 
following categories:

•  Descendants of Adele’s siblings 
or descendants of those who knew 
Adele, whose stories of Adele and her 
mission would have been passed down 
through each generation.

• Those who have received particular 
graces through the intercession of 
Adele, or those who have heard of 
family members, friends, or others 
who have received particular graces 
through the intercession of Adele.

• Those who have extensively 
researched the life of Adele and the 
history of the Shrine itself.

By Champion Shrine Staf f 

Communications Corner

A Call for Witnesses

If you or someone you know falls into one of these categories, we would 
ask that you pray about sharing your witness or testimony of Adele. This 
is a critical component needed to open the cause!  For those who discern 
to come forward, we ask that you simply send a letter via email or regular 
mail with your name, contact information and a brief summary of your 
witness or testimony to Adele’s holiness and life of heroic virtue.

As we assemble the list of witnesses (we will need about twelve), we may 
reach out to you if we need to clarify your information. If the Cause for 
Adele were to be opened, you would also be interviewed by the Postulator 
for the Cause, who is responsible for the overall process.

We ask for Adele’s intercession in bringing forth witnesses of her life – 
that her story may reach more souls and that her witness to Christ may 
bring consolation to those in need.

 

How to submit

Email:  Please send to info@championshrine.org

Mail:  Please send to 4047 Chapel Drive, New Franken, WI 54229



th
e 

na
tional shrine o

f 

 o
u

r  lady  o f  cham

pi
o

n

To schedule a pilgrimage,  
please visit 
championshrine.org/visit 

Or contact us at 
kciha@championshrine.org  
920-866-2571 ext 113.
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The Year of The Eucharistic Revival
by Kathy Ciha, Pilgrimage Coordinator

Pilgrimage Corner

One of the greatest celebrations this year 
is the National Eucharistic Congress, to 
be held in Indianapolis, IN, from July 17th 
to July 21st, 2024.  It will gather tens of 
thousands of Christians to experience 
profound personal revival in their 
Catholic faith, especially through Jesus in 
the Eucharist. Leading up to the Congress, 
four pilgrimage routes across the country 
have been established for people to 
participate in and engage with the 
Eucharistic Revival movement. Named 
the “National Eucharistic Pilgrimage,” the 
routes move from city to city with Jesus 
in the Blessed Sacrament, and the public 
is encouraged to join in the journey as 
Christ makes His way to Indianapolis!

The Northern Route, also known as the 
“Marian Route,” starts at the headwaters 
of the Mississippi in northern Minnesota, 
makes its way through Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, and Illinois, and joins the 
other three pilgrimage routes at the 
Congress in Indianapolis. Along its 
journey, the Marian Route will make a 
special stop at the National Shrine of Our 
Lady of Champion — the first and only 
approved Marian Apparition Site in the 
United States – on Sunday, June 16!

Champion Shrine is honored that the 
National Eucharistic Pilgrimage selected 

Our Lady of Champion to be the of ficial 
patron of the northern Marian Route. 
As Adele journeyed to and from Mass 
on October 9, 1859, the Blessed Mother 
appeared to her and asked that she 
of fer her Communion for the conversion 
of sinners. As the National Eucharistic 
Pilgrimages traces Adele’s steps at the 
Shrine, it will recall Our Lady’s words 
and her accompaniment with us as we 
journey with Jesus through life.

The National Eucharistic Perpetual 
Pilgrims will journey with the Blessed 
Sacrament from the National Shrine of 
St. Joseph in De Pere, WI, to the National 
Shrine of Our Lady of Champion, arriving 
around 1:00 pm CT. The schedule for 
the af ternoon at Champion Shrine will 
look like the following:

2:00	 Holy Mass
3:15	� Following Mass, a Eucharistic 

Procession will take place on the 
1.7-mile walk around Champion 
Shrine

4:00	� Light social of cookies, desserts, 
and beverages to celebrate the 
pilgrimage

5:00	� Following the procession, 
Adoration of the Eucharist will 
be available.

7:00	 Benediction

Please check our website for schedule 
updates.

As the Blessed Virgin Mary made the very 
first Eucharistic Pilgrimage when she 
visited her cousin Elizabeth with Jesus in 
her womb, it is especially fitting to honor 
Our Lady during the National Eucharistic 
Pilgrimage this year. Af ter all, she will 
always lead us closer to her Son, Jesus 
Christ!

We’ve already had great interest from 
pilgrims around the United States who 
want to visit Champion Shrine and be 
a part of the Eucharistic Celebration! 
If you are interested in participating 
in the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage 
at the National Shrine of Our Lady of 
Champion, please RSVP for that event at  
eucharisticpilgrimage.org/marian-route. 
This helps the National Pilgrimage and 
Shrine be able to better plan for the event!



May 4, 2024
Walk To Mary 
The 11th annual “Walk to Mary” will be held 
on Saturday, May 4, starting at the National 
Shrine of St. Joseph in De Pere, WI, with a 
22-mile walk to the National Shrine of Our 
Lady of Champion. Various join-in points 
will be available along the route for those 
with limitations. Registration began in 
early February and is expected to see over 
6,000 walkers participate in 2024! The 
pilgrims conclude their walk at Champion 
Shrine with Masses at 3:30, 4:30, and 5:15 
pm (with the last Mass celebrated by 
Bishop Ricken of the Diocese of Green Bay). 
We hope to see you there! Register today 
at walktomary.com. 

May 5, 2024
Champion Shrine May Crowning
Celebrate the month of our Blessed 
Mother with Champion Shrine’s annual 
May Crowning! The crowning will begin 
following 11 a.m. Mass and lead to a 
beautiful rosary procession led by a 
statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary around 
Champion Shrine’s grounds. If you know of 
any girls who are interested in participating 
in the crowning of Mary or leading the 
procession with rose petals, please reach 
out to dmercier@championshrine.org to 
learn more!.

Upcoming Events
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March 2, 2024  | Dedication of the New Altar
Thank you to all who joined us for the 
dedication of the new altar in Champion 
Shrine’s Apparition Chapel. Mass was 
celebrated by Bishop David Ricken of the 
Diocese of Green Bay and included the 
beautiful Rite of Dedication of an Altar. 
For more information on this event, please 
read our development corner on pg. 7 

 
March 9-17, 2024  |  Eucharistic Miracles Exhibit
The Eucharistic Miracles of the World exhibit was on display at Champion 
Shrine during the season of Lent, allowing pilgrims to experience the truth of 
Christ’s presence in the Holy Eucharist. Within the two weeks of the exhibit 

being up, hundreds of pilgrims silently 
walked from panel to panel, reading 
the stories of how God has revealed 
Himself in the Most Blessed Sacrament 
throughout time. This annual tradition 
at the Shrine is a must-see when making 
a solemn pilgrimage during Lent! 

 
March 10-13, 2024  |  Shrine Lenten Mission:  
Heaven on Earth: Divine intimacy in the Eucharist
In addition to the Eucharistic Miracles Exhibit being displayed this past 
March, Fr. Joseph Aytona, CPM, also preached a wonderful series on the 
Eucharist during the four-day Shrine Lenten Mission. In the four evenings, 
pilgrims spent time learning how to foster a deeper intimacy with Jesus in 
the Eucharist - all where the 
Blessed Mother appeared 
and instructed Adele 
to “teach others how to 
approach the Sacraments.”

Looking Back



MAY 17-18, 2024
Champion Shrine Marian Conference 
Mary, Virgin Most Powerful 
By the beginning of April, our Marian 
Conference on May 17 and 18 is close to 
selling out! This year’s theme is “Mary, 
Virgin Most Powerful,” and speakers 
include Father Donald Calloway, Father 
Bill Casey, and Mother Mary Catherine. 
This is the third year pilgrims will meet 
at the Shrine for its Marian Conference. 
Looking to attend in the future? We will 
host our next conference on May 16-17, 
2025!

May 19, 2024
Pentecost Sunday and Veneration  
of Apostle Relics
Did you know that Champion Shrine 
is home to all the Apostle’s relics? On 
Pentecost Sunday, the Shrine will display 
their relics in the Apparition Chapel and 
allow pilgrims to venerate and reflect 
on what it may have been like to be with 
the Apostles and Mary as the Holy Spirit 
descended upon them!

May 30 - June 7, 2024
Novena for the Feasts of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus and Immaculate 
Heart of Mary 
Join the Shrine in praying its annual 
Novena for the Feasts of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus and Immaculate Heart of 
Mary. Enclosed in this newsletter you will 
find the prayers and a card in which you 
can include your prayer intentions for this 
Novena. For those interested in receiving 
a daily novena prayer reminder via email, 
visit championshrine.org/novenas.  

June 4-5, 2024
EWTN Filming Series at Champion 
Shrine
Fr. Joseph Aytona - CPM, Rector of 
Champion Shrine, will be filming a 
series with EWTN on the grounds of the 
Shrine and you can be a part of it! We 
are looking for pilgrims who would be 
interested in being audience members 
during Fr. Joseph’s filming sessions. 
Looking to participate? Please visit 
championshrine.org/ewtn.

June 7, 2024
Global Rosary Relay For Priests 
Unite in prayer around the country and 
world through the Worldpriest Annual 
Global Rosary Relay for the Sanctification 
of Priests. As one of the prayer locations, 
Champion Shrine will be leading a special 
rosary for all priests in the world at 10:30 
a.m. CT and invites all the faithful to join 
in. For more information on the Global 
Rosary Relay or to find a participating 
location, visit worldpriest.com.

June 16, 2024
National Eucharistic Pilgrimage 
Stop at Champion Shrine
Champion Shrine is honored to be 
a featured stop along the Northern 
Marian Route of the National Eucharistic 
Pilgrimage, which takes place in the 
month leading up to the summer’s 
National Eucharistic Congress! A public 
Mass will be celebrated at 2:00 p.m. 
alongside the National Eucharistic 
Pilgrims on Sunday, June 16, with a 
large Eucharistic procession around the 
shrine’s grounds following. It will be a 
chance to participate in a moment of 
history for the United States Church and 
its season of Eucharistic revival – on the 
grounds where Our Lady appeared! For 
more information on the pilgrimage and 
to let us know you will be there, please 
visit  eucharisticpilgrimage.org.

July 5, 2024 
Anniversary of Adele’s Death 
Adele Brise, the visionary who saw 
our Blessed Mother in present-day 
Champion, passed away peacefully on 
the Shrine’s grounds in 1896. In honor 
of her death, Champion Shrine will hold 
an Anointing of the Sick blessing for all 
those in need af ter its 11 a.m. Mass.  

August 15, 2024 
Feast of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
One of Champion Shrine’s longest-
standing traditions! Pilgrims from all 
over the country come to celebrate the 
Assumption of Our Blessed Mother. Join 
the Shrine as it continues its historic Mass 
and rosary procession led by a statue 
of our Blessed Mother. Confessions and 
enrollment in the Brown Scapular are 
included in the day’s events as well. 
Spend time in prayer with your loved 
ones, encountering the presence of Our 
Lady of Champion. 
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Before making any plans to visit, 
please check the “Latest News” 
Section of our website at  
www.championshrine.org  
for the most up-to-date schedule 
and current guidelines.

Upcoming Events
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Honoring a Sacred Space - the Apparition Chapel Renovation
By: Kelsey Dorner, Development Director

Fund Development

Amidst the flickering candles and 
the hushed whispers of prayers, the 
Apparition Chapel is the center of 
liturgical life at the Shrine. For many 
pilgrims, the Chapel is a cherished refuge 
where they can come in from a cold 
world and experience the warmth and 
love of our Blessed Mother and her Son. 
Thousands of pilgrims pass through the 
Chapel doors each year. To ensure the 
Chapel remains ready to welcome the next 
generation of pilgrims, the Shrine began 
an eight-week Chapel renovation project 
in early January 2024. From the outset of 
this project, the guiding principle of the 
renovation was to maintain the chapel’s 
historical integrity and simplicity. Every 
detail was meticulously planned and 
executed to ensure that the essence of 
the Chapel remained intact while also 
enhancing its functionality, accessibility 
and beauty.

As the cold Wisconsin January ushered 
in the new year, a local flooring company 
spent six weeks removing the old vinyl 
flooring and installing new ceramic 

tile throughout the Chapel entrance, 
bathroom, nave, sanctuary, and sacristy. 
With the new flooring installed, the next 
phase of the renovation project began. 
The old sound system was replaced with 
a new one, which includes new speakers 
throughout the sanctuary and nave and a 
hearing loop. A hearing loop is a system 
that sends sound directly to a hearing 
device while also helping to eliminate 
background noise. Now, everyone should 
be able to hear the Fathers of Mercy 
homilies better! At the same time, a 
local woodworking company installed 
the custom-created front altar, ambo, 
credence table, and communion rail, 
which took over five months to craf t. 
These new pieces are made of wood, 
similar to the back altar, and provide 
harmony between the major pieces in the 
sanctuary. By the end of the eight weeks, 
the Chapel and the Apparition Oratory 
received a thorough cleaning from top 
to bottom to ensure they were ready to 
welcome pilgrims again.

On an unseasonably warm March 2nd, 

Bishop David Ricken welcomed a full 
chapel of pilgrims for Mass. The first 
Mass back in the Chapel included the 
Rite of Dedication of the new Altar, 
transforming the new altar from a wood 
table into a sacred altar of worship. Af ter 
the homily, Bishop Ricken prayed the 
Litany of Supplication, followed by the 
Disposition of the Relics, St. Digni, and 
St. Justiniani. Bishop Ricken placed both 
relics within a special drawer in the altar 
during the dedication because, from the 
very beginnings of the Church, the Mass 
was prayed on the tombs of the saints. 
From these ancient traditions, the Church 
has continued to honor this practice by 
placing relics of saints in altars. Bishop 
Ricken said the Prayer of Dedication, 
followed by the Anointing with sacred 
chrism and Incensation of the Altar. 
Once that was complete, four volunteers 
cleaned the altar and placed two altar 
cloths. The altar servers then placed and 
lit the altar candles, signifying the altar 
was now ready for the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass.

The journey of this renovation project 
began with a vision to honor the sacred 
place that holds profound significance 
for many pilgrims. During this journey, 
we were also reminded of the power 



8

By Andy Herson, Gif t Shop and Operations Manager

Gift Shop and Café

Celebrating Life’s Moments
One of the many grace-filled moments we 
can experience as Catholics is to receive 
the Sacraments. First Communion, First 
Reconciliation, and Confirmation are 
especially remembered as impactful 
moments in our journey with Christ, and 
many times, we receive mementos that can 
remind us of these important steps. The gif t 
shop at the National Shrine of Our Lady of 
Champion has many unique gif ts for these 

special occasions. From rosaries, wall crosses, and books for First Communicants - to 
medals, crosses, and Saint holy Cards for those being Confirmed. Any of the items 
will make a great reminder of the profound graces received on these holy days!

Honoring Our Mother this May
In addition to the season of first sacraments, 
we are entering the beautiful springtime! 
As we near May, the month of Mary, we 
encourage you to look for ways to bring Our 
Blessed Mother into your home. One way 
to honor our Blessed Mother is to create a 
Marian garden in your yard or on your porch. 
All it takes is some flowers and a statue 
of Our Lady that you love! There is a wide 
selection of outdoor Mary statues available 
in our Gif t Shop. They are made to withstand the outdoor elements and range 
from small all the way up to 42-inch statues, depending on how much space you 
have to devote to a garden. These statues, placed in a prominent area of your yard 
alongside some beautiful flowering plants, make a fitting tribute to the Mother of 
Jesus and can be a daily reminder of her grace and presence in our lives!

Coming Soon!
We are also excited to announce that this summer, we will begin of fering a limited 
number of items from our Gif t Shop in an online store! Watch our website and 
monthly e-newsletter for more details about this new opportunity!

The Gift Shop and Café Hours
Monday-Saturday  9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Sundays   12:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

of generosity and the profound impact it 
can have here at the Chapel. The support 
of so many individuals and families has 
enriched the spiritual journey of countless 
individuals who visit the Chapel seeking 
healing and guidance from Our Lady of 
Champion. In the spirit of gratitude, we 
extend our heartfelt thanks to each and 
every donor who contributed to the Chapel 
Renovation. May the radiant beauty of 
the Chapel serve as a beacon of hope and 
inspiration for all who enter, guiding them 
on their journey of faith and devotion to our 
Blessed Mother and her Son.

✟
The Chapel Restoration project 

still needs an additional  
$50,000 to be fully funded. 

If you want to support this project, 
please contact Kelsey Dorner at  

(920) 866-2571 ext. 125 or  
kdorner@championshrine.org

Any level of support  
is greatly appreciated!
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As we prepare for the upcoming 
pilgrimage season here at the Shrine, we 
eagerly look ahead and we are thankful 
- thankful for the gif t of this holy site 
where the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared, 
thankful for the many faith-filled local 
people who extend a helping hand and 
inspire those who visit, and thankful to 
the visitors who come from near and far!

As Catholics, we understand how 
important it is to share our faith with 
others, and we are called to be in 
community with each other. With the 
many challenges in the world today, we 
understand the need to make a positive 
dif ference and to make good use of the 
blessings God has bestowed upon us, 
just as many saints before us have done! 
As Catholics, we profess our belief in the 
communion of saints; a community of 
faithful followers of Christ, living and 
dead, past, present, and future.

Inspired by favorite saints or a special 
devotion to a particular saint, our 
Champion Shrine volunteers shared their 
stories with us:

“I pray to St. Jude. I remember as a young 
girl, my mother always prayed to St. Jude. 
She would send money to the St. Jude 
Association and always receive free medals 
and prayer cards. I now of ten send petitions 
to St. Jude when I’m in need of prayers.”

-Wendelyn

“Lately, I have been reading about the 
remarkable Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta. 
I am reading her daily devotional, “Do 
Something Beautiful for God.” Each day, I read 
her essential teachings of doing something 
beautiful for God with my life. It helps you 
stay grounded on what matters the most in 
life and what matters the least in life. In her 
book, “Lessons of Love, Secrets of Sanctity,” St. 
Teresa says:

“Be kind & merciful. Let no one ever come to 
you without leaving better & happier. Be the 
living expression of God’s kindness—kindness 
in your FACE, kindness in your EYES, kindness 
in your SMILE, kindness in your WARM 
GREETING.”

She is a remarkable and influential Saint!
-Barb

 
“She’s not a saint yet, but since learning more 
about the story of the Shrine at Champion, I 
routinely pray to Adele Brise for help with my 
vision problems. Partly because she had lost the 
vision in one of her eyes at a young age as I did 
too, but most of all because of her closeness with 
Mary the Queen of Heaven - through Mary’s 
appearances to Adele and then the miracle 
during the Peshtigo fire. I not only pray to Adele 
at home, but whenever I get to the shrine, I 
kneel at her grave in prayer for her intercession 
on my behalf with The Blessed Virgin Mary.”

- David

✟
As Catholics, we are called! 

Let us all give thanks.  
By recognizing the gif ts God has 
given each one of us, we can help 

others recognize Him too -  
and we can answer His call!

If you feel called to share your faith 
and blessings and make a positive 
impact, we invite you to visit the 

Shrine and ask for more information 
on becoming a volunteer. 

Volunteering can range from a weekly 
or monthly commitment on a day 
that works best for you or yearly at 

any of the annual events.
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Learn how you can support  
the Shrine and its mission  
through volunteering  at 
championshrine.org/volunteer

Or contact our  
Volunteer Coordinator  
at 920-866-2571×123  
or by email at 
volunteer@championshrine.org

As Catholics, We Are Called 
By Debbie Mercier, Pilgrimage/Volunteer Coordinator 

Volunteer Spotlight



Adele’s Wish List 
Adele Brise was a visionary who had an  
unwavering faith in Jesus to help her carry out the 
mission entrusted to her by the Queen of Heaven 
here at Champion.

Nowhere is this more evident than in the countless stories of miraculous 
last-minute wishes for help and assistance granted to Adele. Be it food 
for the orphaned children, money to keep the school open for classes 
or to ensure the Chapel could be kept open and running, Adele would 
express her wish in the form of a prayer and put her faith in Jesus and 
His Mother to enlist foot soldiers in faith here on earth to provide.

In the spirit of that faith and trust, we humbly put forward “Adele’s 
Wish List” for those items most needed by the Shrine at this time. To 
sponsor an item through a donation, simply send your check to our 
mailing address or go to our website and click “Make a Gif t”. If you 
would like to donate anonymously, please call (920) 866-2571 ext. 125. 

Thank you and may God bless you!

Donation Form
Please fill out the following form  
and mail along with your check to:

The Shrine of Our Lady of Champion 
4047 Chapel Drive 
New Franken, WI 54229

___________________________________  
Name

___________________________________  
Street Address

___________________________________  
City

___________________________________  
State                               Zip

___________________________________  
Phone Number 
 
___________________________________  
Email 

Donation Amount $__________________

n General Donation

n  Adele’s Wish List

n � �Please contact me about including 
The Shrine in my will or estate plan, 
listing the Shrine as a life insurance 
beneficiary or the sale of stock

How do you want to be acknowledged?

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

✁

All donations made to the National Shrine of Our Lady of Champion are tax 
deductible, as permitted by law. Donations will be used, at the discretion of 
the organization, to further the purpose indicated by the donor.

Items Needed
•	 Liturgical Items for Mass ($100)

•	 Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary  
Certificate Printing ($250)

•	 Chasuble with Inner Stole ($160)

•	 Tree for the Shrine Grounds ($400)

•	 Art Partnership with National Eucharistic Congress 
($8,500)

•	 Chapel and Schoolhouse Brick Restoration ($16,640)

•	 Chapel Renovation Project ($50,000)

•	 Generators for the Shrine Grounds ($100,000)



The National Shrine of
Our Lady of Champion

The Shrine of Our Lady of Champion, Inc.
4047 Chapel Drive, New Franken, WI 54229

Hours for Shrine Spiritual Life,  
Gift Shop, Cafe and Grounds

Devotional Prayer 
Rosary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        Daily . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        10:30 a.m. 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Daily . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          3:00 p.m. 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. . . . . . . . . . .          Daily . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Noon – 3:00 p.m.       
Fatima Devotions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             . . . .    First Saturday after 8:30 a.m. Mass 
Healing Service with Anointing of the Sick. . . . . . . . . .         Last Saturday af ter 11:00 a.m. Mass 
Outdoor Rosary Procession . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Sundays (May-Oct.) . . . . . . . . .          12:00 p.m.  
Family Holy Hour with Guided Lectio Divina . . .  Sundays (Nov.-Apr.) . . . . . . . . .          12:00 p.m.

Adele Brise Day - Ninth of Each Month 
Anointing of the Sick. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Immediately after 11:00 a.m. Mass

Gif t Shop and Schoolhouse Café     
Phone:  920-866-2571 ext 101 
Monday – Saturday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.     
Sunday. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      12:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.    

Welcome Center 
May – October . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               7:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.     
November – April. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

This newsletter is published by the National Shrine of Our Lady of Champion to provide updates and news 
on the Shrine, continue the mission given to Adele by Our Lady, and share the Catholic faith!

Apparition Chapel, Apparition Oratory,  
and the Shrine Grounds 
Daily . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.     

Mass 
Daily & Sunday. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  11:00 a.m. 
Tuesday & Saturday . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              8:30 a.m. 
Wednesday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      5:45 p.m.  
Sunday (May-Oct) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                8:30 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Daily . . . . . . . .       10:00 a.m., 12:00 and 2:00 p.m. 
Saturday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         9:15 a.m. 

920-866-2571 
www.championshrine.org
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